Interviewer Alan, you’ve been involved in pop music for a long time now. How did you first get interested in it?

Alan Well, like a lot of teenagers in the fifties I wanted to be like Elvis Presley. The trouble was I couldn’t sing or play a guitar, but I loved rock and roll, so I got a job with a record company and eventually became a record producer.

Interviewer Now when rock and roll first came out people said it wouldn’t last, didn’t they?

Alan Oh yes. And by 1 961 it looked as if they were right. All the heroes had disappeared. Elvis was in the army, Buddy Holly had been killed in a plane crash, Chuck Berry was in jail, Little Richard had decided to become a preacher and nobody wanted to know Jerry Lee Lewis after they found out he had married his fourteen-year-old cousin.

Interviewer So how did rock and roll survive? Alan The funny thing was it was rescued on this side of the Atlantic by British groups like the Beatles and the Rolling Stones. They brought rock and roll back from the dead and gave it new life. They opened up all sorts of new possibilities for it. Before the Beatles and the Stones only teenagers had really listened to rock and roll, but afterwards it became everybody’s music.

Interviewer So do you think pop music hasn’t changed much since then?

Alan Oh no, far from it, there have been some great bands and singers, like Abba, for example. They were great. Queen, Michael Jackson,

Madonna. They’ve all added something new to pop music. In fact, it’s very difficult to talk about pop music now, because there are so many different types. There’s mainstream pop, soul, heavy metal, and so on.

Interviewer What about the future? Alan Well, there are new young bands coming along all the time, of course, but personally I don’t think we’ll ever see anything really new. I mean, take songs for example. I don’t know, but the modern songs don’t seem as fresh and exciting as they did in the sixties and seventies.

Interviewer What do you mean?

Alan I think it’s interesting that so many of the old songs are re-released or re-recorded. My teenage kids are often surprised when I start singing one of the latest hits. They think it’s a new song, but it was actually first recorded before they were even born. Perhaps all the good songs have already been written — or maybe I’m just getting old.

Interviewer If you had to choose just one song that sums up rock and roll for you what would it be?

Alan Oh, now there’s a question. Well, there are thousands of songs that you could choose and I suppose everyone would have their own opinion, but for me there’s one that’s got everything — the rhythm, the good melody, the great guitar, and most of all, it’s fun. It makes you feel happy. You just can’t sit still when you hear it. And that for me is what rock and roll is all about.

Interviewer So what is it?

Alan It’s Johnny B Goode written by Chuck Berry.

Interviewer OK Let’s hear it.
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